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EMERGENCY CARE
SAME-DAY CLINIC CARE

For those unexpected
moments.

Injuries can happen in an
instant. Our emergency
department is here 24/7
with a caring and local team.

In our Krohn Clinic and
Black River Healthcare
Clinic, we have same-day
appointments. A family
medicine provider is
available Monday through
Friday to take care of your
sudden injuries.

We’re ready to get you back
to the moments that matter.

' Health

(715) 284 5361 | blacknverhealth com
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Black River Area

Black River Falls Area Airport Chamber of Commerce

* 4600 Foot Hard Surface Runway 120 N. Water Street

* 24 Hour Self-Service Fuel Available (credit card only) Black River Falls, WI 54615

= Pilot Controlled Runway Lighting 800.404.4008

* Instrument Approaches chamber@blackrivercountry.net

« Pilot Lounge with Flight Planning Facility blackrivercountry.net

* Ramp with Tie-Down Anchors

Distance to Major Cities (in hours) Cover Photos courtesy of:

Chicago 4.5 Sioux Falls, SD.....coovveeeee e 5.5 + Main Photo/Castle Mound - Brandi
MilWAUKEE....vcummmssmssssssssssssssens 3.25 Green Bay 35 Shramek
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Mpls St Pal . camnnmiansi 2.5 La Crosse 1.0 ;

Duluth-Superior ......ccccovveneee 3.25 Wausau 2.5 Frag Photo = Micnelle‘Kieppek
Rochester 2.0 Madison 2.25

Eau Claire 1.0 Wisconsin Dells ... 1.25
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BEAUTIFUL
BLACK RIVER;

the bounties of nature pair

with unmatched recreational
opportunities. Whether your interest is
ATV and motorcycle trails, canoeing,
kayaking, fishing, biking, hiking,
walking, bird-watching or simply
absorbing the solitude of nature, Black
River Country is your destination.

'|' his is a special land, where

We start with the river that was

called Neosheprah “Dark River” by
Native Americans and was later

called La Riviere Noire (The Black
River) by French explorers. The dark
color of the waters is due to the natural
tannic acids that leach from the oak
and tamarack forests and sphagnum
moss bogs in the 200-mile long river’s
watershed.

Used by lumberjacks to float millions
of logs downstream in the 1800s, today
the Black River remains an excellent
fishery. It's also a favorite spot for
canoeists and kayakers, along with
some of its tributaries like Halls Creek,
Robinson Creek and Morrison Creek.
Dams in Hatfield and Black River Falls
have created flowages excellent for
water recreation.

The eastern part of Jackson County
was once part of an ancient glacial

lake and contains nearly 200,000
acres of public land. Much of that

land surrounds the upper Black River,
creating a pristine and quiet wilderness
experience. Although there are some
smaller falls along parts of the Black
River, the original 25-30 foot falls
washed out in the flood of 1971. These
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were located at the present site of the
new hydro-electric dam.

When we say unmatched recreational
opportunities, we mean it. Enjoy
scuba diving in the deepest inland lake
of Wisconsin. The 1,300-acre Wazee
Lake Recreation Area features a 146-
acre lake with clear waters that attract
scuba divers from all over.

Our ATV/motorcycle trail system
features more than 100 miles of trails
and is linked to 135 more miles in
neighboring Clark County. Experience

a ride that takes you along rock hills,
pristine meadows, over clear streams or
through thick canopies of pine and oak
forest.

The recreation continues in the winter
with more than 350 miles of groomed
snowmobile trails, plus cross-country
and snowshoe trails. Whether you
favor silent sports or motorized

fun, you will enjoy a landscape with
natural beauty that abounds with
wildlife, including bear, deer, turkey,
wolves and even elk.

Enjoy indoor activities like having

fun at Ho-Chunk Gaming, shopping

in historic downtown Black River

Falls, visiting a brewery or wineries,
exploring museums or dining at fine
restaurants and taverns. There are
plenty of lodging options with hotels,
motels, cabins, bed and breakfasts and
camping.

Jackson County, through the
efforts of JacksoninAction.org

(community healthy living coalition)
has demonstrated their commitment
to advancing strategies for safe
places to walk, bike, and be active
and now joins over 20 others to be
called a “Wisconsin Active Together
community.”

Developed and supported by a
network of local coalitions and
statewide organizations, Wisconsin
Active Together Communities
(#WIActiveTogether) provides
details on all of the recognized
communities via their website. Go to
activewisconsin.org/jackson-county
and get to know more about Jackson
County’s efforts.

WISCONSIN
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L 25,
& program of 1000 Friends of Wisconsin Aty

You can travel around Wisconsin - and
the nation - and you'd be challenged
to find a place with so much to do, see
and experience in the midst of such
friendly hosts. No, we don’t have it all -
there is no professional sports team in
Black River Country - but we think we
have a very special place.

WE Invite you To
COME and See
T0r UoUrSelT.
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1 I - headquarters of the Ho-Chunk
& 1 t B | B A Nation sovereign government
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and also serves as home to the
highest concentration of the

oo P ; Ho-Chunk population. Of the

rag e 7 7,200 members of the Nation,
P . about 5,100 live within the state
of Wisconsin and about 1,200 live
in Jackson County. The Ho-Chunk
People have shared their rich
culture with residents opening
doors to dialogue, trade and

the great artistry of their
traditional crafts.

5,

Today the evolution of the
Nation’s early relationships

with residents continues as their
members engage in commerce,
partnerships and shared
governance to highlight the
unigueness of this beautiful

and historic place in Wisconsin.

The Ho-Chunk Nation holds
several events throughout the
year. None more promoted than
the Memorial and Labor Day
weekend gatherings held at the
Andrew Blackhawk Memorial
Pow-Wow Grounds, located on
State Highway 54 east of Black
River Falls. The pow-wows held
during these celebrations feature
respected warriors from all
nationalities who raise more than
100 flags in honor of the veterans
who have proudly served.

The Ho-Chunk Nation continues
to make great strides in
strengthening its cultural identity
as well as growing in economic
and personal relationships made
over the years. Following a prior
Presidential proclamation in
support of language revitalization,
the Ho-Chunk Nation bridged
further relationships with colleges
and school districts to share this
unique treasure.

For more information about the
Ho-Chunk Nation, please visit the
“Ho-Chunk Nation” on Facebook,
or ho-chunknation.com. And
don't forget Ho-Chunk Gaming
Black River Falls where food and
entertainment are always available.
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CANOEING/KAYAKING

The Black River Falls area has some of the finest
streams and rivers in Wisconsin. In the section of the
Black River near Black River Falls, the river cuts its
way through a rugged and picturesque wilderness,
offering wide bends, scenic rock outcroppings and
sandbars. Campsites are available along the way.
You can paddle all the way to the Mississippi River.
Popular paddling routes range from 2 to 5 hours.
For information about routes and landings go to
blackrivercountry.net.

Tributaries of the river like Robinson, Morrison

and Halls Creeks offer some Class Il and Class Il
rapids depending on the water flow. When you plan
your trip, be sure to call ahead for the latest water
conditions. Canoe and kayak rentals are available.

FISHING
Jackson County features lakes and streams to
accommodate a variety of fishing year round.

The Black River is known for muskie, walleye, and
smallmouth bass. Lake Arbutus and the Black

River Falls flowage provide excellent summer and
winter fishing. Jackson County also has private
cranberry flowages that provide excellent fishing
opportunities. Merlin Lambert County Park has boat
access to flowages that hold pan fish, northern pike,
muskie and bass. If trout fishing is your sport, our
county has many gentle trout streams for you to try.

HIKING

Hiking trails abound in both the state and county
forest land. Follow winding trails along hills and
valleys, all the while catching glimpses of abundant
wildlife. The plant and wildflower species can be
seen and you may even find wild lupine, an essential
source of food for the endangered Karner Blue
Butterfly.

SWIMMING

There are plenty of swimming areas throughout
Jackson County such as Lake Arbutus, Wazee Lake
Recreation Area, Pigeon Creek Flowage and Lake Lee
in Millston that feature easy parking, sandy beaches,
picnic areas and much more. The Hoffman Aguatic
Park also provides great fun for the entire family.
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BICYCLING

A paved bicycling trail experience can be found
on the Foundation Trail, a four-mile hiking and
biking trail that circles the city of Black River
Falls. Follow a picturesque creek as you climb
through a deep valley and bike along the

Black River.

The Black River area also has hundreds of
miles of paved county and town roads that are
perfect for quiet and beautiful biking.

Hook up with the nation’s largest connected
bicycle loop system in adjoining Trempealeau
County where 18 loops and 400 miles

of riding experience awaits.

MOUNTAIN BIKING

The off-road biker will find unique trail
opportunities in Jackson County. The Black
River State Forest has 32 miles of designated
mountain bike trails. Trailheads can be found at
Castle Mound and Pigeon Creek Campgrounds.
Also, you will find Smrekar and Wildcat cross-
county trailheads northeast of Millston. Qur
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trails take you through scenic pine and oak
forests with terrain that will challenge you at
every level. Our Forestry and Parks Department
has developed the Wazee Lake Recreation Area
which currently provides 13 miles of mountain
biking trail along the railroad grade. This trail
follows the old Jackson County iron mine sites
and provides breathtaking vistas of eastern
Jackson County.

Besides the designated trails, the Black River
State Forest and Jackson County Forest have
several hundred miles of forest and old logging
roads which are open to mountain bike travel
and will give you a one-of-a-kind off-road
experience.

GOLFING

The 18-hole Skyline Golf Course is a golfer’s
paradise laid out over acres of undulating
wooded hills. Enjoy the scenic beauty and
design of the back 9, which carves through
a beautiful oak and pine forest. Skyline Golf
Course is located at 612 N. 11th Street in
Black River Falls.
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Jutdoor

Frerealion

ATV, UTV & MOTORCYCLE TRAILS

Jackson County and neighboring Clark
County offer a total of 235 miles of trails
open to use by ATVs and UTVs. For the
off-road motorcycle enthusiasts, thirty-one
miles of single-track trails wind their way
through the county and state forest offering
breathtaking scenery. ATV, UTV, and single-
track motorcycle trails are open May 15
through the last Sunday in October. Trails
open for ATVs only December 15 to March
15, weather permitting. For information

on trail regulations, registration, trail pass
purchase locations and downloadable or
interactive maps visit co.jackson.wi.us,
dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/StateForests/
blackriver or blackrivercountry.net.

HUNTING

With approximately 200,000 acres of
public lands, and a bountiful supply of deer,
it is not surprising that Jackson County is
known as the “Deer Capital of Wisconsin.”
The Jackson County Forest and Black River
State Forest provide a perfect habitat for
deer, ruffed grouse, squirrel and wild turkey.
Dike 17 and the Black River bottoms provide
excellent waterfowl hunting for ducks and
geese,

SNOWSHOEING

The Black River State Forest has plenty
of snowshoeing opportunities with
extraordinary scenery and woodland
wonders for beginners and experienced
snowshoers.

Snowshoe trails are: the 4.8 mile Smrekar
Trail accessible from the Smrekar Trail
Parking Lot on Smrekar Road; the one and
one-half mile Pigeon Creek Nature Trail in
Millston; Castle Mound State Campground
trail outside of Black River Falls. With the
exception of groomed cross-country ski
trails, visitors may snowshoe anywhere in
the park.

Wazee has 11 miles of snowshoe, skiing
and winter hiking. These trails are all dual
purpose. Access points for these trails are
the contact station at Wazee and the boat
landing parking lot.
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ICE SKATING

Ice skating enthusiasts can

enjoy a variety of skating opportunities
in Black River Falls. The city maintains

a rink at the Jackson County Fair Park
behind the grandstand that is open 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Another
location is on Harrison Street between
8th and 9th Streets at Mills Park. The
Milt Lunda Memorial Arena located in
the Jackson County Fair Park is used for
figure skating, hockey and open skate
from October through March.

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

The Black River State Forest has 22
miles of the finest cross country ski trails
in Wisconsin. Groomed trails provide
enjoyment for skiers from beginner

to expert. Two trailhead parking lots
provided: the Wildcat Trail Parking Lot
located on North Settlement Road; the
Smrekar Trail Parking Lot located on
Smrekar Road. For more information
and maps visit dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
StateForests/blackriver.

SNOWMOBILING

Jackson County has more than 350
miles of groomed snowmobile trails
which connect to 500 miles of trail in
surrounding counties. Connections can
be made to every trail in the state. Our
trails offer the unigue experience of
varied terrain. On the west side, the trails
wind through forest and agricultural land
which is quite steep in places; on the east
side, the trails meander through heavily
wooded areas and a gentler, more level
grade. Both have excellent scenery and
well-maintained trails.

DOWNHILL SKIING, SNOWBOARDING
AND TUBING

Bruce Mound Winter Sports Area,
located on Highway 95 in neighboring
Clark County, is one of Wisconsin’s
great attractions with premium hill
conditions for both downbhill skiers and
snowboarders. Their facilities include
the following: ten slopes serviced by five
lifts; a complete rental shop with both
ski and snowboard equipment; one of
the best snow tube runs in the state;
lighted slopes and chalet that offers
food service. For more information call
715.743.5140.,
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WAZEE LAKE RECREATION AREA

Wazee Lake Recreation Area, Jackson County’s
newest and largest County Park, encompasses
1,300 acres of woodland and water for your
enjoyment.

At the heart of the park is Wazee Lake, the
deepest inland lake in Wisconsin. Known for
its exceptional water clarity, Wazee Lake has
become a popular destination for scuba diving
all year round. Beach lovers enjoy the wide
sand beach area and clear water for wading, Y € . :
swimming, and kayaking. In 2019 a concession ; R e *1 "« -‘i"-"“
building, playground, and flush bathrooms were . T, = A T -_r;,.‘.&?‘-- “-_'_-‘(‘3,‘-“,-
added near the main beach. A kayak rental ENY
kiosk was added in 2024. Anglers can fish for
game fish such as trout, walleye, crappies and
bass. DNR stocks 3,000-5,000 trout there
annually. A handicap fishing pier is available.
Motorized boats are not allowed.

The park also features 12 primitive campsites
and a network of trails around the lake for
hikers and mountain bikers.

PUBLIC LAND

Jackson County has more than 188,000 acres , -~

of state and county forest land. Extensive ATV, -
motorcycle, and snowmobile trails wind their :

way through woodland and rolling terrain.

Designated trails are provided for hikers,
backpackers, mountain bikers and cross-
country skiers. A variety of camping
opportunities are also available as well as day-
use picnic and swimming facilities.

LAKE ARBUTUS

Lake Arbutus, located in the Village of Hatfield,
covers about 840 acres and provides many
recreational opportunities. Hatfield is home

to three campgrounds and six public boat
landings. Not only does Hatfield offer supreme
water sports, but also is an ATV/UTV hotspot.
Hunting land, hiking trails and downhill ski trails
are also nearby.
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BLACK RIVER STATE FOREST
The Black River State Forest
offers many recreational
opportunities, including camping,
hunting, hiking, skiing and ATV/
UTV trails. The Department of
Natural Resources also manages
this property to meet a host

of other objectives, including
maintenance of wildlife habitat,
native biological diversity, soil
and water quality, aesthetics and
timber production.

STATE CAMPGROUNDS

To make camping reservations
for Indoor Group, Outdoor
Group, East Fork, Pigeon

Creek and Castle Mound State
Campgrounds call 888.947.2757.

All campsites are on the
reservation system. All
campgrounds contain safe
drinking water and sanitary
facilities.

Primitive camping is allowed

by backpackers who are hiking
and carrying their food and
gear. Backpackers must obtain
a permit before setting out and
camping in areas designated by
permit.

Off-site camping is allowed
during the deer gun season only
by hunters in designated areas by
permit only.

Pets shall be kept on a leash not
more than eight feet long. Pets
are not allowed in any building,
picnic area, swimming beach or
ski trail when the ski trails are in
use. Owners must clean up after
their pets.

FIRES

It is unlawful to start, tend, or
maintain a fire on the ground or
to burn refuse except in fireplaces
or fire rings.
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